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(1)Manny: I’m not nervous. | just don’t want to
fight a girl.

Gloria: What?

Manny: Defeating a woman would be a mark on
my honor.

Gloria: Why Because men are always so superior

to woman? So superior that you cannot even finish
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(2)Claire: Why don’t you just admit it? You nev-

er liked Phil. Put that down. You do not get a cookie.
Jay: I like Phil. It’s just that sometimes he tries

too hard, you know? And it’s just kind of irritating.
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(3)Claire: You were in Mr. Kleezak ’s house?
Luke, that is not okay.
Luke: Why not? He’s really nice and funny. Lis-
ten to this joke. Okay, two krauts walk into a bar.
Claire: Phil, this is not good.
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(4)Manny: I don’t want to be with you, either.
I’m gonna go wait for my dad.
Jay: oh, but... but if you leave, How will I ever
finish?
Manny: You know what? 1 wish you never mar-

ried my mom. I hate living here.(Manny leaves)
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(5)Haley: Why are you always on me about ev-
ery things.

Claire: Because you need to understand---

Phil: Okay, everybody. Calm down! What’s
wrong with Spencer’s arm?
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(6)Alex: No. That sends an ugly message—that
I’m Haley. You know, instead of trying to force me to
wear a dress, why don’t you worry about getting Luke
to wear some pants.

Claire: What? Why does he do this? Luke!

Pants! Come on!
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A Study of Parent—child Conflict Talk in Modern Family under
Linguistic Adaptation Theory
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Abstract:Conflict talk is a natural but complicated language phenomenon, and it often occurs frequently in our daily communication.

Within the theoretical framework of Verschueren’s Linguistic Adaptation Theory, this paper analyzes the characteristics of the conflict

talk of parent—child in Modern Family from the dimensions of the social world and mental world. This study also probes into the

reasons for the occurrence of conflict talk.
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