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A Review of the Research on the Ideological Relationship between
Wen Zi and Lao Zi

ZHANG Yan-long
(School of Marxism, Lanzhou University of Technology, Lanzhou 730000)

Abstract: There are two trends in the research of Wen Zi’s thoughts: one is that Wen Zi’s
thoughts are the “inheritance”, “development” and “transcendence” of Lao Zi’s thoughts;
another is that Wen Zi’s thoughts are the “deviation” and “correction” of Lao Zi’s thoughts.
The former regards Wen Zi’s thoughts as the “continue to express” of Lao Zi’s thoughts, while
the latter regards the two as “fractured”. The former is judged by the linear view of progress,
while the latter pays more attention to the “should-be” and “transcendent” level of thinking
and focuses on value concern. Although the former is the mainstream attitude in the academic
world, this paper holds that the latter deserves more attention.

Key words: Wen Zi; Lao Zi; Huang Lao; development; correction
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