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1. SARSHike virus spreads in
China,
country ( Jan 27th, 2020)

2. Deadliest day for China in vi-
rus fight, as global fears mount
( Feb 5th, 2020)

3. Virus crisis adds pressure on

reaches another Asian

slowing Chinese economy ( Feb
9th, 2020)
4. China’
spikes, more than SARS ( Feb
11th, 2020)

5. Coronavirus: death toll rises,

s virus death toll

millions more confined ( Feb 4th,
2020)

6. Goverment warns against trav—
elling to China as Coronavirus
spreads (Jan 29th, 2020)

7. China virus crisis deepens as
whistleblower doctor dies ( Feb
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epicenter of the outbreak reported 56 new fatalities
with one reported in the southwestern megalopolis of
Chongging. That took the toll in China to 361 excee—
ding the 349 mainland fatalities from the 2003 SARS
outbreak. (Feb 1st 2020 The Guardian)

5] 6: Tt was supposed to be a whirlwind tour of

China for Jiang Lanyi’ s boyfriend: classical gardens

in Suzhou modern art in Shanghai ice-skating in
central Beijing. Instead the 24-year-old and her U-
krainian partner have spent more than two weeks
holed up in her parents’ house in northeast Liaoning
province to avoid the new coronavirus. Couples a—

round China settled for a quiet Valentine’ s Day this

year with COVID - 19 intruding as an unwelcome

Beid 2 4 BROR W B W) BE B AR AE “B O i

third-wheel in romantic celebrations.

( Feb 14th
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5] 4 China has ordered nationwide measures to

identify and immediately isolate suspected cases of a

deadly virus on trains airplanes and buses as the

death toll and number of patients has skyrocketed.
( Feb 6th 2020 The Guardian)
5] 5: Authorities in Hubei the province at the

2020 The Guardian)
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10: China tightened

locked-down epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak on

restrictions at the

Tuesday forbidding feverish people in Wuhan from

visiting hospitals outside of their home districts. The

measure comes a day after authorities sealed off resi—
dential compounds in the central city where the
deadly novel coronavirus is believed to have originated
in a market selling wild animals.
(Feb 11th 2020 The Guardian)
11: The Chinese government yesterday ex—

pressed its readiness to work with other countries to

ensure an effective response to the coronavirus out—
break.
(Jan 27th 2020 The Guardian)
12: The United States

and and Israel have banned foreign nationals from

Australia New Zeal-

visiting if they have been in China recently and they

have also warned their own citizens against travelling

there. Mongolia Russia and Nepal have closed their

land borders.
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A Comparative Study of Frames in The Guardian and
China Daily News Reports about Coronavirus
within Crisis Context

WANG Long
( School of Foreign Language Lanzhou University of Technology Lanzhou 730050 China)

Abstract  This paper focuses on news reports in The Guardian and China Daily about epidemic of pneumonia infected by novel
coronavirus from the period of January to February in 2020. Based on framing theory and critical discourse analysis the reporting
modes and contents between two media were compared in terms of key words headlines and surface frame as well as deep frame in
an effort to reveal report strategies and the hidden ideology. It is revealed that frames are commonly utilized in news reports such as
frames of hospital war race love and country image. Additionally news reports in China Daily hold a positive view and show
great confidence in winning the epidemics while The Guardian focuses on severity of the deadly disease by employing the negative
words.

Key words news reports; framing theory; critical discourse analysis; surface frame; deep frame



