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A Review on the Study of Chinese Goddess Mythology in ancient times
Concurrently Discussing the Methodology and Research Significance

MA Yuzhen
(School of Liberal Arts, Lanzhou University of Technology, Lanzhou Gansu 730050, China)

Abstract: Chinese goddess mythology in ancient times is the vivid representation of Chinese nation’ s culture and
aesthetic habits. Although Chinese mythology has long history, it was not the mainstream of cultural construction in
early times and was not studied for a long time. Until the beginning of 20" century, some scholars who accepted
western thoughts started to study on mythology. Through the studies of some Chinese goddess, such as Nu Wa,
Chang E, Jing Wei, Gaotang Goddess, Shan Gui, West Queen etc., these scholars uncovered the prelude of the study
on ancient mythology. The perspectives and methodology of these studies are various;especially the use of the double
and triple demonstration methods of western mythology is worth of noticing. Although this is not a long period, the
achievements are still rich. The studies of scholars of different period are imbalanced and not systematical; therefore,
the review of the studies, especially on methodology and research significance, is meaningful for future research.
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