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Abstract: There is a great controversy over the impact of external network relations on enterprise dual innovation.
What kind of external network relationship that enterprises maintain will promote dual innovation, and how
knowledge absorption ability plays a role in the mechanism remain to be studied. Taking knowledge acquisition
ability and knowledge realization ability as double intermediaries, this paper explores the influence of external network
relationship on dual innovation of enterprises. The results show that: the different dimensions of the external network
relationship have different effects on dual innovation; the enhancement of network relationship intensity and network
relationship density, and the moderate reduction of the network relationship depth are beneficial to the incremental
innovation; the depth of network relationship and the increase of network relationship density, and the moderate
reduction of the network relationship intensity are conducive to radical innovation; knowledge absorptive capacity
plays a mediating role in the influence of external network relationship on dual innovation.
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