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POST-PANDEMIC DIGITAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS
IN CHINA’S RURAL AREAS”

Qian Minghui'’, Pan Fei'”, Qi Yue’
(1. School of Information Resources Management, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
2. School of Economics and Management, Lanzhou University of Technology, Lanzhou 730050, Gansu, China;
3. School of Arts, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100082, China)

Abstract With the developments of the Internet and big data, China’s digital economy has greatly facilitated the
supply—side structural reform. Moreover, it has also lent strong supports for the prevention and control of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the effective operation of the economy and society during the pandemic. However, in
rural areas with a large number of non—internet users, the development of digital economy largely falls behind,
despite the fact that digital economy will play important roles in promoting the employment of rural workers and the
transformation and upgrading of agriculture and rural industries. In order to further optimize the agricultural
production structure and rural regional layout, this paper mainly focuses on how to better deal with the challenges of
pandemic on the supply chain of agricultural system, and how to accelerate the development of rural digital economy
after the pandemic. This study combined literature review and empirical data on the development of digital economy
in Chinese rural areas, to evaluate the impacts of the pandemic on the rural areas as well as agricultural
developments. This paper identified the following development trendsin the post—pandemic Chinese rural digital
economy developments. (1) The economy was shifting from quantitative to qualitative improvements. (2) The
economy was shifting from supply—side to demand-side. (3) The economy was becoming more diversified. (4) The
management of the economy was becoming more standardized and scaled. Based on these findings, this paper puts
forward the following suggestions for the continuous developments of the Chinese rural digital economy: (1)
Ensuring the high—quality supply of digital-economy infrastructure in rural areas. (2) Focusing on logistics and the
business flow that facilitated successful digital economy. (3) Promoting the deep integration of digital technology
and rural economies. (4) Developing human resources in the digital economy. (5) Constructing a more robust law
system for the digital economy. In summary, digital technologies can help rural areas overcome their spatial barriers
to economic developments, by offering more services to the consumers. Thus, the digital economy will be a strong
force for the upgrading of rural economies in China.

Keywords COVID-19; rural areas; digital economy; research and analysis; countermeasures and suggestions
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